Susceptibilities of 104 Propionibacterium acnes isolates to each of 22 antimicrobial agents was evaluated by broth microdilution. These isolates were susceptible to all of the test agents except metronidazole. N-Formimidoyl thienamycin, a penem coded Sch 29482, and penicillin ranked first, second, and third, respectively, in activity and were significantly more active than other penicillins, cephalosporins, tetracyclines, clindamycin, or chloramphenicol.
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We evaluated the activity of 22 antimicrobial agents against 104 isolates of Propionibacterium acnes. Our purpose was to study antimicrobial agents currently used in therapy against P. acnes and to test a number of the newer cephalosporins and penicillins not previously reported in scientific literature. The accumulated data should serve as a guide in the management of serious anaerobic infections in which P. acnes is incriminated (1, 3-5, 8, 10, 13 Aerobic and facultatively anaerobic control strains were tested with the following modifications. Growth from a 24-h sheep blood agar plate was suspended in sterile distilled water and diluted to give a final concentration of 105 organisms per ml. These microdilution trays were incubated in air at 350C overnight.
The results of this study are summarized in Table 1 . Control strains gave reproducible results, with MICs within one dilution of the mean.
The MIC results indicate that isolates of P. acnes from various body sites are susceptible to all the antimicrobial agents tested except metronidazole. These findings agree with those of other published studies (6, 7, 12 ). For those agents tested in common, there was also good agreement between our results with broth dilution and those of other investigators who used agar dilution (6, 7, 12 
